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   of Rochester     Established 1962

Hello Friends!

In this year’s IHF annual yearbook publication you will see photos and highlights of our 2022 
events. Wow, what a 60th anniversary year it was!

Also included are advertisements from all our generous supporters, as well as letters from our 
scholarship recipients.

Please save the dates listed below for our 2023 events –

Raffle Dinner – March 27th at GVC

Gala Evening – June 2nd at GVC

Golf Tournament – September 11th at Midvale CC

Celebrity Bartender Event – November 20th at Tournedos

On behalf of the entire board, we thank you for your continued support to our Italian Heritage 
Foundation. If you have any questions in regard to our foundation please contact our office at 
(585) 471-8686.

Ciao!

Marcello Battisti
President

President’s Message
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* Missing from the photo: John Colaruotolo, Joel DiMarco, John DiMarco, II, Shelly Eggert, Giovanni LiDestri, Bob Porretti
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 It’s an honor to be a part of a group of ladies and gentlemen 
that unselfishly give of themselves to help support a worthy 

cause in our community.  - Michael Tambe 

I feel so honored to serve on the Board with such a wonderful, 
fun group of people. Working hard to help children get 

scholarships to go to school.   - Shelly Winkelbauer

2023 | Board of Directors
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* Missing from the photo: John Colaruotolo, Joel DiMarco, John DiMarco, II, Shelly Eggert, Giovanni LiDestri, Bob Porretti

Samuel P. Merlo, Esq.
Chairman Emeritus

Retired Partner,
Woods, Oviatt LLP

John Colaruotolo
Chairman

President, Anco Builders
Casa Larga Vineyard

Michael Tambe  
Vice Chairman

President, Tambe Electric

Marcello Battisti
President

Vice President,
Tambe Electric

Anthony Meleo
Member at Large

Managing Partner,
Meleo Associates

2022 | Executive Board of Directors

Stephen D’Orazio  
Treasurer

Vice President,
Lyons National Bank

Phil Pecora
President Elect

President/CEO,
Genesee Regional Bank

Frank Sorge
Vice President
Financial Advisor,

Wells Fargo Advisors

Frank Pavia
Member at Large

Partner,
 Harris Beach PLLC

Hon. James Alesi
Past President

Yvonne Caternolo
Executive Director

Italian Heritage Foundation
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2022 | Board of Directors

Paul DeCarolis
Former Chairman of

DeCarolis Truck Rental, Inc

Ron Billitier
President,

Billitier Electric

Christopher J.
Calabrese, Esq.  

Partner, Elliott Stern
Calabrese, LLP

Hon. Joseph
Carbone, D.P.M.

Podiatrist, 
Rochester Foot Care

Susan Calabrese-
Cirocco

 Client Liaison/Showroom 
Support and Operations, 

Stickley Furniture

Anthony Cotroneo, Esq.
Partner,

Woods, Oviatt LLP

Shelly Eggert
Retired from Xerox

Mario DiLuigi
Partner,

EFPR Group, LLP

Joel DiMarco
President,

Admar Supply Co.

John DiMarco II
President,

DiMarco Construction, LLC

Rachel Baranello, Esq.
Partner, 

Harris Beach, PLLC
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2022 | Board of Directors

Frank Guido
Owner/CEO,

Pasta Villa

Patrick Manuel
President,

Novem Group

2022 | Board of Directors

Giovanni LiDestri
Chairman,

LiDestri Foods

  Italian
  Heritage
 Foundation 
   of Rochester     Established 1962

HONORARY
DIRECTORS
John L. DiMarco, Sr.
Frank DiMino

DECEASED DIRECTORS
EMERITUS
Donn J. Calabrese
Edmund A. Calvaruso
Frank Cardoni
Joseph Floreano
Andrew P. Meloni
Albert Mercury

Laura Winkelbauer
Accountant, 

Pathstone Corporation

Robert Porretti, CPA
Founding Partner,
EFPR Group, LLP

I am grateful to be a part of a Foundation that supports the 
giving of scholarships to those in need of financial aid seeking a 
higher education, while attending a traditional catholic school 

environment.   – Stephen D’Orazio

It is with great pride to serve on a board where the members 
have contributed significant time and money for the 

education of children without regard for personal public 
praise or recognition.  We are true to our heritage of giving 

back to those less fortunate.  – Bob Porretti
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WHO WE ARE, WHERE WE CAME FROM
AND WHY WE DO WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE

Italian Heritage Foundation

The logo for the Italian Heritage Foundation of Rochester features 
an array of cypress trees. These trees are common to Italy, grow 
to full height quickly and stand tall for many years. The change in 
position and size of the three cypresses represent those who are 
benefiting from some of the Foundation’s objectives; the building 
of a positive image of the Rochester Italian-American community 

and its emphasis on education. The set of trees are shown growing 
taller, straighter and prouder due to the Foundation’s efforts. 

The typographic portion of the logo is set in the typeface “Raleigh” 
for its strong and inviting qualities.

  Italian
  Heritage
 Foundation 
   of Rochester     Established 1962

REMOVING THE FINANCIAL BARRIERS TO EDUCATION
www.ItalianHeritageFoundation.org
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Admar Supply
Adrian Jules 
Frank Affronti
Jim Alesi 
Alliance Door & Hardware
Michael Amico 
Anco Builders 
Francis Antonelli
John Antonelli
Robert & Valerie Bartolotta
Marcello & Stacey Battisti
Joseph & Mary Bell 
Joseph Bell 
David & Diane Bernardi 
Ron Billitier 
Billitier Electric 
Lou Bivone 
James Brown 
Robert F. Cafarell, MD
Christopher Calabrese
Douglas Calabrese
Susan Calabrese-Cirocco
Lawrence Cantabene 
Dr. Joe Carbone 
Anthony Carello 
Casa Larga Vineyards 
Dr. Charles Cavallaro 
George Cefalu 
Al Cellura  
Dr. Jerry Cellura 
Dan Christa  
Richard Cicero
Anthony & Leona 
 Colaruotolo
John Colaruotolo 
John Urban Coniglio, MD
John Corey
Tony Cotroneo 

Cotroneo Foundation 
Greg Craig 
Marlene Dattilo 
Paul & Annette DeCarolis 
John DeCarolis 
Louis DeCarolis 
DeCarolis Truck Rental  
DGA Builders
John DiGaetano 
Mario & Kimberly DiLuigi 
Gerard DiMarco 
Joel DiMarco
John DiMarco, II
Richard DiMarco, II
DiMarco Constructors, LLP 
Mike DiNardo 
Anthony DiPerna 
Steve D’Orazio 
EFPR Group 
Elliott Stern 
 Calabrese, LLP 
Genaro Felix 
Flaum Management 
Piero Forgensi 
Tom Fountain 
Frederico Property 
Frederico Wrecking 
Helen & Luka Gakovic 
Andy Gallina 
Dr. Paul Guadagnino
Genesee Regional Bank
Genesee Valley Club 
Steven Graham 
Greenlight Network, LLC 
Frank Guido 
Anthony Gullace 
Harris Beach 
Marc & Anne Marie Iacona

  Italian
  Heritage
 Foundation 
   of Rochester     Established 1962

Frank Iacovangelo 
Thomas Ioele 
Nick Juskiw
Kovalsky Carr 
Wayne & Beverly LeChase
Giovanni LiDestri 
LiDestri Foods 
Lyons National Bank 
Sande Macaluso 
Tony Mangione 
James & Teresa Martin 
Nicholas Massa
Michael Mazzeo 
Tom McDonough
Tony Meleo 
Andy Meloni 
Sam Merlo
Sam & Helen Merlo  

Foundation
Corey Monks 
National Fire Adjustment
Barbara Nino 
Novem Group 
John F. Nuccitelli 
Daniel Palermo, DDS
Mike Palumbo 
Pane Vino on the Avenue
Pasta Villa 
Paul DeCarolis Foundation
Frank C. Pavia 
Phil Pecora

Phillips Lytle  
Francis Perticone 
Kenneth Pink 
Rocco Platino 
Robert & Janette Porretti
Dr. Vito C. Quatela 
Ramsdell Park 
Ramsey Constructors 
Rochester Foot Care 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Rube 
Mike & Christine Russo 
Gene Sacchitella 
Steve Santandrea 
Frank Sapere, DDS 
Frank Sorge 
Rene Spallina
Steven Spoto, DDS
Stillmeadow Properties 
Mike & Connie Tambe 
Tambe Electric 
Trident Precision 
Anthony & Shiejen Trovato
Dick Trovato
Roseann Trovato
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Valdore Condominiums 
Vincent & Marilyn 
 Ventimiglia 
James Verdi 
Edmund Viele 
Woods, Oviatt, LLP

Thank you for your support in 2022.
Your donations are what made it possible for us to be able to give to the schools we support.

REMOVING THE FINANCIAL BARRIERS TO EDUCATION
www.ItalianHeritageFoundation.org Thank you!
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IHF 2022 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Cyruss Bell

Giovanni Gonzalez

Kiara Green

Jabari Hawkins

Savannah Hinchcliffe

Sienna Hinchcliffe

Annabella Muratore

Talia Norton

Savannah Richardson

Emma Rosato

Gia Rosato

Keaghan Smith

John Swiderski

Samiyah Wright

 
THE AQUINAS INSTITUTE OF ROCHESTER 
 
IN THE BASILIAN TRADITION 
 

A TRADITION of EXCELLENCE in CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
In Partnership with Nazareth Elementary School and the Sisters of Saint Joseph | Grades PreK-12 

Grades 6-12 
1127 Dewey Avenue 

Rochester, New York 14613  
 585.254.2020 | aquinasinstitute.com 

  

December 16, 2022 
 
 
 
Italian Heritage Foundation of Rochester 
100 Meridian Center Suite 325 
Rochester, NY 14618 
 
Dear Board Members and Friends of the Italian Heritage Foundation, 
 
We firmly believe a Catholic education is an investment in our children and a gift lasting 
a lifetime. The Christian values taught in a Catholic school provide a formidable 
foundation for the future leaders of our community. 
 
The Aquinas Institute of Rochester continues to deliver a Catholic education proudly 
providing a strong foundation for the future leaders of the Rochester community and 
beyond. We remain committed to our mission to teach students goodness, discipline, 
and knowledge. 
 
The fortunate recipients of the Italian Heritage Scholarship have encountered 
transformative experiences as Aquinas students, and your financial support helps to 
make it possible. The rigorous academic and spiritual foundation we provide routinely 
allows our graduates to excel in college, become leaders in their professions, families 
and community, and make us proud when they exceed expectations. 
 
We are pleased to see the impact of the Italian Heritage Foundation Scholarship, and 
are grateful to the Foundation for our partnership in changing lives. 
 
Thank you for your philanthropy in support of our shared mission. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Linda M. Steinkirchner 
Chief Financial Officer 

December 16, 2022

Dear Board Members and Friends 
of the Italian Heritage Foundation,

We firmly believe a Catholic education is an investment in our 
children and a gift lasting a lifetime. The Christian values taught in 
a Catholic school provide a formidable foundation for the future 
leaders of our community.

The Aquinas Institute of Rochester continues to deliver a Catholic 
education proudly providing a strong foundation for the future 
leaders of the Rochester community and beyond. We remain 
committed to our mission to teach students goodness, discipline, 
and knowledge.

The fortunate recipients of the Italian Heritage Scholarship have 
encountered transformative experiences as Aquinas students, 
and your financial support helps to make it possible. The rigorous 
academic and spiritual foundation we provide routinely allows our 
graduates to excel in college, become leaders in their professions, 
families and community, and make us proud when they exceed 
expectations.

We are pleased to see the impact of the Italian Heritage Foundation 
Scholarship, and are grateful to the Foundation for our partnership 
in changing lives.

Thank you for your philanthropy in support of our shared mission.

Sincerely,

Linda M. Steinkirchner, Chief Financial Officer
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When I received the Italian Heritage Scholarship, I 
was astonished. When I wrote the essay to receive the 
scholarship a few months ago, I put forth my best effort. 
Before I started writing my essay my mom kept pushing 
me to finish it as soon as possible, though I did not need 
the motivation. Upon receiving the scholarship, I felt 
triumphant. I was so grateful that I got the scholarship 
            because, it means a great deal to both me and my 
                        family. The scholarship helped me to 
                                continue at Aquinas. This scholarship 
                                    means so much to me because, it 
                                    helped my family keep me enrolled 
at Aquinas. I want to do as much as I can to be successful 
in life and going to school will help me reach that goal. 
Attending school at The Aquinas Institute is a great 
privilege that I have had with financial assistance. It is not 
only a privilege but a blessing as well. 

Cyruss Bell ‘23

                . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

           The Italian Heritage scholarship had played a 
       tremendous role on my education and has allowed 
     me the opportunity to continue attending Aquinas 
Institute. It has been extremely difficult for my mom as a 
single mother to find the money to send me to a school 
where I can receive a proper education so that I might 
be the first in our family to graduate from college. It has 
always been a goal for me to accomplish this and begin 
my career so my family could finally live a life where 
money and debts are no longer a burden. Without this 
scholarship my mother would have no longer been able to 
afford private school anymore and I would have to attend 
a city school that doesn’t give me the resources that I 
need to reach my goals. The scholarship has lowered my 
tuition greatly and was a huge blessing to my mom and I. 
Somehow my mother has always came through to paying 
thousands of dollars just so I would not have to live a life 
that I struggle in, and all I had to do was write an essay 
and I could easily take a heavy load off her back. I found 
this astonishing and I am very grateful to have been 
blessed with the opportunity to apply for this scholarship. 
Education has always been a huge priority for me, and I 
owe it to my mothers sacrifice that has made me realize 
its importance. Through recognition of my hard work 
these past years, I was given the chance to receive a 
scholarship that will forever impact my future. 

Savannah Richardson ‘24

Because of the generosity of the Italian Heritage 
Scholarship, our tuition at Aquinas Institute has 
been more manageable this school year. Our 
family has had to worry less about how to pay 
for the spring portion of the tuition. Both of us 
have been taking advantage of opportunities 
offered through school including playing soccer 
and basketball and participating in clubs such 
as Women’s Leadership, Core Ministry, and the 
Yearbook committee.  We are studying hard and 
both of us have been on St. Thomas Club for the 
first quarter of this year. Our family values the 
catholic education provided by Aquinas Institute, 
and we appreciate your contribution to our 
education. 

Emma and Gia Rosato 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 The Italian-American scholarship has had a huge 
impact on my life. With my mother being a single 
mom, sometimes it is hard to afford everything 
I need and want. This scholarship has helped 
us to do this and we are so thankful for the 
opportunities this scholarship gives. I love going 
to Aquinas and I couldn’t imagine not being 
able to go because of financial difficulties. I 
want to say thank you to the school, the donors, 
and everyone else who had helped fund and 
distribute this scholarship. It is such 
a selfless thing to do for people 
and I can’t wait to finish my journey 
at Aquinas.

Talia Norton ‘26

Thank You!
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IHF 2022 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

 Marco Marsocci Jackson Paladino
 Luciano Pagano Bryson Paladino
 Brenton Paladino Colten Paladino
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IHF 2022 
SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNERS

Alejandro Aguilar
Chance Antinore

Steven Chau
Sarah DeBot
Judith Harrel
Eric Hillsman
Vincent Min

Ignacio Potter, Jr.
Matthew Sigler
Maddox Volpe
Jahan Wilson
Alyssa Yanosh

 
            
 

 

 

Dear Trustees of the Italian Heritage Foundation –  

On behalf of the students, their parents, the faculty and staff at Bishop Kearney – A Golisano Education Partner, we 
thank you for your unwavering support of our hard-working students. Your support of our students has been steadfast 
throughout the years as the Italian Heritage Foundation continues to provide hundreds of young people the opportunity 
to achieve an exceptional education at Bishop Kearney. It is my distinct pleasure to share with you that your support of 
our students has allowed them the opportunity to continue their education at institutions of higher learning.  That is not 
the only important point.  While some of the students you supported will be the first in the family to have the 
opportunity to attend college, others have decided to enter the workforce directly out of high school.  Either way, they 
are prepared for their next chapter, which you helped them to write. You truly have provided a wonderful gift to so 
many! 

In addition to the hard work our dedicated students perform in the classroom, they also make a commitment to give 
back in an effort to make the entire Rochester community a better place through their volunteer work.  This takes on 
many different forms, but each allows the student to see the world through a different lens as they work to build a 
better community in which to live and learn. Your scholarship continues to have a massive impact on the lives of our 
students, both past and current, and allows our students and their families the gift of a Bishop Kearney education. 

The words thank you are never enough to express my true gratitude and appreciation for all you have done and 
continue to do for everyone at Bishop Kearney and most importantly, our students. 

With sincere gratitude, 

 
 

 
Steve Salluzzo 
President 
Bishop Kearney High School 

 

 
            
 

 

 

Dear Trustees of the Italian Heritage Foundation –  

On behalf of the students, their parents, the faculty and staff at Bishop Kearney – A Golisano Education Partner, we 
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throughout the years as the Italian Heritage Foundation continues to provide hundreds of young people the opportunity 
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opportunity to attend college, others have decided to enter the workforce directly out of high school.  Either way, they 
are prepared for their next chapter, which you helped them to write. You truly have provided a wonderful gift to so 
many! 

In addition to the hard work our dedicated students perform in the classroom, they also make a commitment to give 
back in an effort to make the entire Rochester community a better place through their volunteer work.  This takes on 
many different forms, but each allows the student to see the world through a different lens as they work to build a 
better community in which to live and learn. Your scholarship continues to have a massive impact on the lives of our 
students, both past and current, and allows our students and their families the gift of a Bishop Kearney education. 

The words thank you are never enough to express my true gratitude and appreciation for all you have done and 
continue to do for everyone at Bishop Kearney and most importantly, our students. 

With sincere gratitude, 

 
 

 
Steve Salluzzo 
President 
Bishop Kearney High School 

 

Dear Trustees of the Italian Heritage Foundation – 

On behalf of the students, their parents, the faculty and staff at Bishop Kearney – A Golisano 
Education Partner, we thank you for your unwavering support of our hard-working students. 
Your support of our students has been steadfast throughout the years as the Italian Heritage 
Foundation continues to provide hundreds of young people the opportunity to achieve an 
exceptional education at Bishop Kearney. It is my distinct pleasure to share with you that 
your support of our students has allowed them the opportunity to continue their education 
at institutions of higher learning.  That is not the only important point.  While some of the 
students you supported will be the first in the family to have the opportunity to attend 
college, others have decided to enter the workforce directly out of high school.  Either way, 
they are prepared for their next chapter, which you helped them to write. You truly have 
provided a wonderful gift to so many!

In addition to the hard work our dedicated students perform in the classroom, they also 
make a commitment to give back in an effort to make the entire Rochester community a 
better place through their volunteer work.  This takes on many different forms, but each 
allows the student to see the world through a different lens as they work to build a better 
community in which to live and learn. Your scholarship continues to have a massive impact 
on the lives of our students, both past and current, and allows our students and their 
families the gift of a Bishop Kearney education.

The words thank you are never enough to express my true gratitude and appreciation for all 
you have done and continue to do for everyone at Bishop Kearney and most importantly, our 
students.

With sincere gratitude,

Steve Salluzzo
President
Bishop Kearney – A Golisano Education Partner
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Dear Italian Heritage Members, 
 
This Scholarship is very meaningful to me 
because it helps offset the cost of tuition 
which is a burden for my family. I am a 
current senior at Bishop Kearney where 
I have been a student since the 6” grade. 
Bishop Kearney is a special place that has 
helped mold me into the person I am today. 
 
Without the support of the Italian Heritage 
Scholarship I am not sure I would be able to 
continue my education at Bishop Kearney. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sara DeBot

The Italian Heritage Scholarship is a 
blessing to my family. I come from a large, 
blended family with a total of five of us 
who attend Catholic school. 1 am a current 
sophomore at Bishop Kearney where 
I have been since seventh grade. Two of my 
sisters also attend Bishop Kearney, while 2 
of my siblings attend St. Kateri. This award 
helps make the tuition more affordable for 
my family. 
 
Without the support of Donors like you my 
siblings and I would not be able to continue 
our education in the Catholic schools. 
Thank you for supporting me and my 
education. 
 
Matthew Sigler

Thank you for choosing me for the Italian Heritage Scholarship. This award means a lot to me, my 
family comes from very little and it is a true struggle for my parents to keep me in Bishop Kearney. 
They are willing to sacrifice as my education is very important to them and me. 
 
Without the support of this scholarship, I would not be able to attend Bishop Kearney.  Bishop 
Kearney has become my home away from home allowing me many opportunities to grow not only 
as a student but as an athlete and a human being. 
 
Again, thank you for your support. 
 
Steven Chau 
8th grade

 
            
 

 

 

Dear Trustees of the Italian Heritage Foundation –  

On behalf of the students, their parents, the faculty and staff at Bishop Kearney – A Golisano Education Partner, we 
thank you for your unwavering support of our hard-working students. Your support of our students has been steadfast 
throughout the years as the Italian Heritage Foundation continues to provide hundreds of young people the opportunity 
to achieve an exceptional education at Bishop Kearney. It is my distinct pleasure to share with you that your support of 
our students has allowed them the opportunity to continue their education at institutions of higher learning.  That is not 
the only important point.  While some of the students you supported will be the first in the family to have the 
opportunity to attend college, others have decided to enter the workforce directly out of high school.  Either way, they 
are prepared for their next chapter, which you helped them to write. You truly have provided a wonderful gift to so 
many! 

In addition to the hard work our dedicated students perform in the classroom, they also make a commitment to give 
back in an effort to make the entire Rochester community a better place through their volunteer work.  This takes on 
many different forms, but each allows the student to see the world through a different lens as they work to build a 
better community in which to live and learn. Your scholarship continues to have a massive impact on the lives of our 
students, both past and current, and allows our students and their families the gift of a Bishop Kearney education. 

The words thank you are never enough to express my true gratitude and appreciation for all you have done and 
continue to do for everyone at Bishop Kearney and most importantly, our students. 

With sincere gratitude, 

 
 

 
Steve Salluzzo 
President 
Bishop Kearney High School 
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Dear Trustees of the Italian Heritage Foundation –  

On behalf of the students, their parents, the faculty and staff at Bishop Kearney – A Golisano Education Partner, we 
thank you for your unwavering support of our hard-working students. Your support of our students has been steadfast 
throughout the years as the Italian Heritage Foundation continues to provide hundreds of young people the opportunity 
to achieve an exceptional education at Bishop Kearney. It is my distinct pleasure to share with you that your support of 
our students has allowed them the opportunity to continue their education at institutions of higher learning.  That is not 
the only important point.  While some of the students you supported will be the first in the family to have the 
opportunity to attend college, others have decided to enter the workforce directly out of high school.  Either way, they 
are prepared for their next chapter, which you helped them to write. You truly have provided a wonderful gift to so 
many! 

In addition to the hard work our dedicated students perform in the classroom, they also make a commitment to give 
back in an effort to make the entire Rochester community a better place through their volunteer work.  This takes on 
many different forms, but each allows the student to see the world through a different lens as they work to build a 
better community in which to live and learn. Your scholarship continues to have a massive impact on the lives of our 
students, both past and current, and allows our students and their families the gift of a Bishop Kearney education. 

The words thank you are never enough to express my true gratitude and appreciation for all you have done and 
continue to do for everyone at Bishop Kearney and most importantly, our students. 

With sincere gratitude, 

 
 

 
Steve Salluzzo 
President 
Bishop Kearney High School 
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IHF 2022 
SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNERS

Alana Colasurdo
Christina Curatolo
Stephanie Curatolo

Lilliana DiSalvo
Isabella Randisi

Left to right: Isabella Randisi, Stephanie Curatolo, Christina Curatolo, Alana Colasurdo, Liliana DiSalvo



16    IHF 2022 Year in Review       IHF 2022 Year in Review    16      IHF 2022 Year in Review    17

To my friends at the 
Italian Heritage Foundation,

Thank you so much for choosing me! I am 
honored that you have chosen me; my family 
is very proud of me. I always love seeing my 
Italian family and having sauce and fantastic food 
together! I am so proud that I am Italian. I am very 
proud of this as well! Thank you so much again I 
appreciate it!

Sincerely, Stephanie Curatolo

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dear Italian Heritage Club friends ,

I am astounded and deeply honored to have been 
awarded the Italian Heritage Scholarship. I do my 
best to include a tradition or a memory passed 
down from my family daily. Especially since my 
Nonno has passed away, I have worked twice as 
hard to never forget where I came from. You can 
count on me to keep Italian heritage alive and 
share it with others, making you and my family 
proud. Thank you so much for recognizing me for 
this scholarship.

Sincerely, Lilliana DiSalvo 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

My Dear Friends at the 
Italian Heritage Foundation,

I admire that you chose me as a winner of the 
Italian Heritage Scholarship. It means the
world to me! I reflect on my family’s heritage daily, 
and it plays a huge role in my life. I thank
you for your generosity!

Christina Curatolo

To the incredibly generous people 
of the Italian Heritage Foundation,

I am so incredibly grateful and honored to be 
granted the Italian Heritage Scholarship. I am so
incredibly proud of my heritage as well as all of 
the important aspects of my life I know for a fact 
are a direct result of my heritage. I also share 
this amazing honor with my family who I know 
are just as grateful for this blessing as I am. To 
be recognized for priding myself in how I am 
family oriented feels great. Thank you so much 
for being so generous and honoring me with this 
scholarship.

Sincerely,
Alana Colasurdo

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I am very excited and honored to receive this 
scholarship. I will continue to honor my Italian
heritage and I will be very proud of it. I am very 
thankful for this scholarship because it helped
me learn about my family and the ltalian heritage 
that I have. I hope one day I will learn more
about them and my heritage and make my family 
proud.

Isabella Randisi
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IHF 2022 
SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNERS

Lyrik Braden
James Farrell

Clara Finucane
Lila Finucane

Ruth McMullen
Moses McMullen
Dominic Zambito

Maria Zambito

St. John Bosco Schools

Dear Members of the IHF Scholarship Committee,

I wanted to thank you for your generous support of our work here at St. John 
Bosco Schools. The financial support you provide has a great impact on the 
caliber of education and enrichment that we can offer our students. 

The eight students who were awarded $20,000 in scholarships are sharing in 
a very special part of Italian Heritage which is Catholic heritage and tradition. 
Your generosity directly supports the education of youth by preparing them 
to discover the vocation God has chosen for them in this life. Nothing in the 
world is more important than that. 

Our little school is celebrating its 15th year and this would not be possible 
without the contributions that Italian Americans have made to the Rochester 
community, particularly the Bosco community. The mission of St. John Bosco 
Schools is to support parents in their God-given role as the primary educators 
of their children. Some say “it takes a village.” We believe it takes a family. 
That’s why we are so proud to be included in yours. 

More than one hundred forty precious souls, the future of our community, 
are growing in faith and knowledge thanks to supporters like you!

Again, thank you very much.  We will keep you in our prayers.  God love you.

In Christ,

James P. Growney, Jr. 
Executive Director
St. John Bosco Schools
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HopeHall
S C H O O L

IHF 2022 
SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNERS

Sophia Contino

Tah’jai Kendrick

Julia Pittman

Leah Stuhler
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Reverse Raffle Dinner  |  March 27, 2023
5:30 PM at the Genesee Valley Club

The Annual Reverse Raffle Dinner is the one time you want to be the last man standing!  Purchase a raffle ticket from 
any of our board members or from our office and see if you are the lucky one to win cash prizes.  

This event is currently planned as a virtual event.  We will include dinner if state protocols allow it at that time.  
Call the Italian Heritage Foundation office for more information (585) 471-8686.

Annual Scholarship Gala Fundraiser  |  June 2, 2023
5:30 PM at the Genesee Valley Club 

The Annual Scholarship Gala is a wonderful way to spend an evening of music, food and friends all while helping to raise 
scholarship funds.   We will be honoring Wayne LeChase for his outstanding dedication to our county.  The band Twilight 

will perform after we enjoy a wonderful feast at the Genesee Valley Club.  Black Tie is optional. Complimentary Valet 
Parking.  Tickets are available through board members or by calling the Italian Heritage Foundation office at (585) 471-8686.

Annual Golf Tournament Fundraiser  |  September 11, 2023
Midvale Country Club  |  Morning Tee Time is 7:45 AM  |  Afternoon Tee Time is 11:45 AM

The Annual Golf Tournament fundraiser raises funds, while enjoying a day on the green with friends.  
There is food, drinks, cigars and more delivered to you on the golf course all day long.  After their morning round 
of golf, the morning golfers have the opportunity to head to Del Lago Casino for the afternoon via limo.  Lunch is 

included for the afternoon golfers.  Cocktails begin at 5:30 pm followed by a fabulous Midvale dinner.  
There is a Live Auction with outstanding items to bid on. Silent Auction items are also available to bid on.  

This event is a highlight and well known in Rochester.  Sponsorships available by calling the Italian Heritage 
Foundation office at (585) 471-8686 or by contacting any board member.

Celebrity Bartender Event  |  November 20, 2023
5:00 — 7:00 PM   |   Tournedo’s Restaurant

Join us as we have your favorite bartenders, celebrities and others make your favorite cocktail. 
All tips will be donated back to our scholarship program as well as any donations made this evening.

  Italian
  Heritage
 Foundation 
   of Rochester     Established 1962

Upcoming Events

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Each of our events are well attended and publicized.  We are looking for organizations, groups or individuals to sponsor 
each of our events.  If you are interested in being the sponsor for one of the events, please give our office a call.
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reverse raffle dinner

As always, our Raffle is a big hit in the community.  You want to be the last one with the golden ticket as it’s a big 
prize!  Genesee Valley Club has provided us with a beautiful venue and fabulous food.  This event is always a 
sellout.  Make sure to get your tickets for 2023 from our office, or a board member before they are gone.

Gift of Insight 
It’s not always easy to find a silver lining

Nestled in the mass media illusion.
Sometimes balance is needed
In time of such confusion.

Giving without counting the cost
Has merit without measure.

Taking time for family and friends can truly be a treasure.

  Italian
  Heritage
 Foundation 
   of Rochester     Established 1962
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Annual Sch olarship GalaCelebrating 60 years
We had the privilege of honoring Wayne LeChase at our Gala in 2022.  He is a man that has integrity, kindness, 
dedication, community involvement and is a born leader.  Wayne has been a very large part of Monroe County’s 
growth and development.  Genesee Valley Club was our venue and as always, outdid themselves.  We danced until 
late into the evening, had an ice cream buffet and enjoyed the company of our friends.
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Annual Sch olarship Gala Celebrating 60 years



Removing Barriers 
to Education

of the

DIMARCOGROUP.COM



Removing Barriers 
to Education

of the

DIMARCOGROUP.COM
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Annual Golf Tournament
WOW!  Our Golf Tournament is known in the community for the event with food, drinks, friends and more food.  
This year we incorporated a “golf cannon” into the event which was a huge hit.  The 20-minute downpour of rain 
didn’t stop the fun either.  Dinner was delightful and our raffle prizes were amazing.  
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Annual Golf Tournament
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celebrity bartender event

2022 brought us a new event, our Celebrity Bartender Event.  We had Shauna, Gino & Jamie from Pasta Villa, 
Christina from Char and Genaro from Genesee Valley Club, bartend for us.  Bill Moran from IHeart Radio made a 
guest appearance as well.  It was a fun night of raising scholarship money.  Drinks were had, food was eaten. Thank 
you to Rene Spallina and Pane Vino on the Avenue for hosting our event.  We truly appreciate all you did for us!
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Annual Scholarship Gala 
Friday, June 2, 2023 

It is with great pleasure that we will honor  
 

Genaro Felix 
 

He has been the maître’d at the Genesee Valley Club for 50 years, only the 3rd 
maître’d in the history of the GVC.  He is know for his generosity, personable 
smile his tuxedos and bow ties.   In his honor, we are suggesting an evening of 

elegance with black tie and jacket for this event. 
 

For more information on how you can support this event or purchase tickets, 
please call our office at 585-471-8686. 

Will be performing in his honor. 

celebrity bartender event
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 Annual Christmas Party
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 Annual Christmas Party
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Supplying commercial and residential contractors 
of western New York since 1975

Drywall  •  Metal Studs  •  Insulation
Ceiling Tile  •  Lumber

Fairport, NY | (585) 388-1111 | www.conkingandcalabrese.com
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Harris Beach is proud to support  
the Italian Heritage Foundation  

on its 60th anniversary.

MAY OUR SHARED HERITAGE SUSTAIN  
A PASSION FOR EDUCATION, OPPORTUNITY  

AND INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITY.

99 Garnsey Road, Pittsford, NY, 14534
Albany   Buffalo   Ithaca    Long Island    Rochester   New York City   Saratoga Springs   Syracuse   White Plains   Newark, NJ   New Haven, CT   Washington, D.C.

Congratulations

commitment aspiring youth
Frank C. Pavia & Rachel C. Baranello 

harrisbeach.com  |  800.685.1429
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www.EFPRgroup.com

Helping Clients Make

Informed Decisions

Accounting Professionals & 

Business Consultants serving 
individuals and businesses for 
over 60 years. 

Mario Di Luigi, CPA, Board Member 800.546.7556 
Robert N. Porretti, CPA, Board Member EFPRgroup.com

Proudly supports the Italian Heritage Foundation!

55 Alliance Dr, Rochester, NY 14623 | alliancedoor.com

& Hdwe., Inc.
Alliance Door
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Instagram: @Ajcustomsuits
Facebook: Adrian Jules Custom Clothier

www.adrianjulescustomclothier.com

2937 Monroe Ave 
Rochester, NY 14618

(585) 381 - 1111

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA

While many things have
changed over our 55

years, the principles on
which we were founded
have stayed the same:
delivering a superbly
handcrafted garment

using traditional
tailoring tools and
always putting our

customers first.

Follow us on:

Master tailor and designer,
Adriano Roberti, born and

raised in Italy, opened Adrian
Jules Ltd. in 1964 in

Rochester, NY with the
singular vision of providing

the best hand-sewn
garments in America to

custom tailors, clothiers and
specialty stores.

From left: Matt Roides, AJ Lamberson, Arnie Roberti, AlexaRoberti, Peter E. Roberti, Peter A. Roberti



36    IHF 2022 Year in Review       IHF 2022 Year in Review    36     IHF 2022 Year in Review    37

T h e  t e a m  a t  
G e n e s e e  

R e g i o n a l  B a n k  
p r o u d l y  s u p p o r t s  

t h e  I t a l i a n  
H e r i t a g e  

F o u n d a t i o n

Rochester’s Community Bank

GRBbank.com | 585.249.1540

EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER

Member FDIC
NMLS #417491

B u s i n e s s  B a n k i n g  
P e r s o n a l  B a n k i n g  
R e s i d e n t i a l  M o r t g a g e

Keep up with GRB on

The “Frederico Family” are proud supporters 
of the Italian Heritage Foundation.

Gary, Jim and Karen

Frederico 
Properties
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We Provide a Full Array of  
Employee Benefi ts &

 Risk Management Services Including: 

Local Presence,
National Strength

Brown & Brown Insurance
45 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14604

Phone: (585) 232-4424
Fax:  (585-232-7802) 

www.bbnyinsurance.com

• Commercial
• Professional Liability
• Executive Risk Liability 

• Personal Insurance
• Surety Bonds
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1313 EAST RIDGE ROAD  |  ROCHESTER, NY 14621  |  (585) 266-2676

Welcome to The Pasta Villa. The family owned Italian restaurant in Rochester NY. 
We offer the best homemade Italian food this side of Italy. With a unique atmosphere, impeccable service 

and incredible food, it’s not hard to see why this has become a favorite spot for so many people. 
Come join us and see what all the buzz is about.

Welcome to The Pasta Villa. The family owned Italian restaurant in Rochester NY. We offer the best homemade Italian food this 
side of Italy. With a unique atmosphere, impeccable service and incredible food, it’s not hard to see why this has become a fa-

vorite spot for so many people. Come join us and see what all the buzz is about. 

PHONE: (585) 266-2676 
1313 EAST RIDGE ROAD 
ROCHESTER, NY 14621  

www.lakebeverage.com

AND MANY OTHER TERRIFIC BRANDS

@lakebeverage
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your premier destination for plastic surgery 
in upstate new york

www.quatela.com | 973 East avenue, rochester, ny 14607 | 585.244.1000

Since 1992, the Quatela Center for Plastic Surgery has taken pride in providing patients with the latest
advances in surgical and non-surgical cosmetic treatments. Located in the beautifully restored Lindsay
House Mansion, board-certified plastic surgeons, Vito C. Quatela, M.D., William J. Koenig, M.D., Heather
Lee, M.D., Ashley N. Amalfi, M.D., and Alex Montague, M.D. are amongst the most respected and talented
plastic surgeons, not just in Rochester, NY, but in the nation.

facial plastic surgery & 
Hair restoration

breast &
body surgery
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Celebrating & 
supporting local 
communities 
for over 
170 years.

BankwithLNB.com

LNB is proud to sponsor 
the local organizations that 
benefit our communities 
and enrich our daily lives–
because when our  
community thrives the  
future is a brighter place.

Client Focused. Results Driven. Plan Your Future.
Securities offered through American Portfolios Financial Services, Inc., Member: FINRA, SIPC. Advisory services offered through 
Novem Group, an SEC-Registered Investment Adviser, which is not affiffiliated with American Portfolios Financial Services, Inc.

     IHF 2022 Year in Review    41
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Thank You to the Italian Heritage Foundation
for preserving and promoting the Italian spirit of giving

History teaches us the origin of the values we hold dear.

Each story reminds us of the blessings of family far and near.

Reminiscing enhanced the heritage we treasure -

Italian customs, music and food without measure.

The respect we have for faith and family, too,

Awakens us to have purpose in all we do.

Giving our young people a value-based education today

Ensures that our legacy will go on in some way.

Paul DeCarolis and Family

Giving without counting the cost
Has merit without measure.

Taking time for family and friends
Can truly be a treasure.
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Connecting Children. Creating Community. Changing Lives.
www.hopehall.org

Thank you 
for your partnership in helping our

students succeed, and in changing lives

Congratulations 
on 60 Years of helping students succeed in school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Jaufmann & Centola, PC 
           Certified Public Accountants 
            1000 Pittsford Victor Road 
            Pittsford, New York 14534 
                      585.248.3630    
                   www.j-ccpa.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phillips Lytle is pleased to support The Italian 
Heritage Foundation of Rochester. Thank you for the 
exemplary work in helping students and families in 
Monroe County by building positivity throughout 

the Rochester Italian-American community.

© 2022 Phillips Lytle LLP

28 EAST MAIN STREET, SUITE 1400, ROCHESTER, NY 14614 
(585) 238‐2000   PHILLIPSLYTLE.COM

Helping to protect Central and Western 
New York’s most successful businesses, 

school districts and universities for over 30 
years. 

 
 

Call Chuck Schramm 
(585) 663-8530 x 1102 

www.westfiresystems.com 

Helping to protect Central and Western 
New York’s most successful businesses, 

school districts and universities 
for over 30 years.

Call Chuck Schramm
(585) 663-8530 x 1102

www.westfiresystems.com

Helping to protect Central and Western 
New York’s most successful businesses, 

school districts and universities for over 30 
years. 

 
 

Call Chuck Schramm 
(585) 663-8530 x 1102 

www.westfiresystems.com 



42     IHF 2022 Year in Review IHF 2022 Year in Review    42IHF 2022 Year in Review    4350      IHF 2019 Year in Review       IHF 2019 Year in Review     50      IHF 2019 Year in Review     5150      IHF 2019 Year in Review       IHF 2019 Year in Review     50

EDGEADGROUP.COM

   

(585) 218-0011
EdgeAdGroup.com

SHAPING 
YOUR BRAND

We are proud to support the 
Italian Heritage Foundation 

and their excellent educational 
opportunity programs, which give 

back to our community.

A wide variety of flowers and plants 
for every occasion! 

2279 Clifford Ave., Rochester, NY  14609
(585) 482-1001

FioravantiFlorist.com
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TRUST.
PREDICTABILITY.

VALUE. 

(585) 526-6376
www.chrisanntha.com
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As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an SEC-registered investment adviser and brokerage services 
in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. Investment advisory services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate 
arrangements. It is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that you carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to you about the products or services 
we offer. For more information, please review the client relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your UBS Financial Advisor for a copy. © UBS 2023. All rights reserved. 
UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. CJ-UBS-1699206075    Exp.: 12/31/2023 

advisors.ubs.com/therochestergroup

The Rochester Group
UBS Financial Services Inc.
400 Linden Oaks
Rochester, NY 14625
585-218-4565 
800-462-1233 toll free

Michael Amico
Senior Vice President–Wealth Management
Portfolio Manager

Philip J. DiPasquale
Senior Vice President–Wealth Management
Portfolio Manager

Michael H. Cooper
Senior Vice President–Wealth Management
Senior Portfolio Manager

Frank Sorge
Financial Advisor

Advice for the life you lead
Advice. Beyond investing.

You have a vision for how you want to live for today, tomorrow and beyond. We start by 
asking the right questions to uncover what’s most important, and then work with you  
to create a plan to help you pursue it. 

Along the way, we offer advice that addresses every aspect of your financial life, at every 
stage of your life. It’s what we call: Advice. Beyond investing.
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Established 1962 

Checks may be made out to: 
Italian Heritage Foundation 

 
Major Credit Cards accepted 

Thank you to so many people for their continued support of the Italian 
Heritage Foundation. Your donations have made it possible for us to bless 

451 students with $1,071,050 in scholarships in the past 12 years. Our events are 
fabulous and well known throughout the Rochester area. 

YOU are what have made them so well received and successful.

  Italian
  Heritage
 Foundation 
   of Rochester     Established 1962

Grazie!
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Incorporated since 1971, Tambe Electric Incorporated has 
completed projects in many areas of the Northeastern USA.   

Tambe provides electrical project management, construc�on, 
design build and services in the following divisions: 

Communications: 

▪ OSP Aerial/Underground coaxial  
cable and ber op�cs 
▪ Fusion splicing with quad module    
OTDR test results 
▪ ISP structured network cabling with    
Fluke Networks DTX 1800 test results 

Commercial: 

▪ Mul�‐residen�al buildings, nursing 
homes, ins�tu�onal buildings, retail 
stores, warehouses, and offices 
▪ Site and underground  
▪ Security and re alarm 
▪ Electrical distribu�on systems 

Industrial: 

▪ Manufacturing facili�es and food 
processing plants 
▪ Class 1 Division 1  
▪ Meet AIB & SQF guidelines 
▪ IP 67 compliant 
▪ Panel fabrica�on and design 

24/7 Service: 

▪ Aerial ligh�ng repair/installa�on 
▪ Electrical, data, phone, re alarm 
and door entry systems 
▪ Residen�al, commercial, industrial 
troubleshoo�ng and repairs 
▪ Emergency response 

For more informa�on contact us at 585‐924‐8700 

 Visit us on the web @ tambeelectric.com 
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